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portion of the ice-bound regions around the two
poles. The difficulty, therefore, just suggested is
hardly deserving of the name, and might well be
dismissed even if we knew that man's body was
originally formed directly from inorganic matter.
But it may just as well have been formed by a
designed alteration from some previously existing
living form, and on that supposition there might be
an additional reason for a retention of the general
type, namely, to avoid a needless amount of disturb-
ance with the previously existing order of things.
The one important question is, Did mankind come
into being by a gradual process of evolution according
to ordinary natural laws from something previously
existing, or by a direct act of the Creative Will?
This is a question which has, I think, an important
theological bearing; but if the latter alternative be
adopted, then it does not seem to signify in what
way his creation took place.

I come now to the theological bearing to which I
have referred.

Man is a moral being, capable of doing right and
wrong, and there is no man who does not do wrong.
It would seem as if some of the best men felt as if
they oftenest did wrong, the reason being that their
standard of duty is so high that they admit as short-
comings of duty things that many other men would
not think about. The existence of sin is a great